
Our business model sets us apart from other utilities 
because, as a co-op, we adhere to seven guiding 
cooperative principles that reflect core values, and 
service to the greater good of the community. 

Electric cooperatives, including SCI REMC, have a 
unique and storied place in our country’s history. We 
democratized the American dream by bringing electricity 
to rural areas when for-profit electric companies 
determined the effort too costly. Back then, cities were 
electrified, and rural areas were not, creating the original 
rural-urban divide. Newly established electric lines 
helped power economic opportunities in rural areas. 
Today, that spirit of equity and inclusion is a vital part of 
our co-op DNA. 

EQUAL ACCESS FOR ALL  
When our electric co-op was founded, each member 
contributed an equal share to gain access to electricity 
that benefited individual families and the larger local 
community. Each member had an vote in co-op matters. 

That sense of equity and inclusion is still how we 
operate today. SCI REMC was built by and belongs 
to the diverse communities and members we serve. 
Membership is open to everyone in our service 
territory.

By virtue of paying your electric bill each month, 
you’re a member of the co-op, and every member 
has an equal voice and vote when it comes to co-op 
governance. This ties back to our guiding principles 
of equitable economic participation and democratic 
control of the co-op.

SEVEN COOPERATIVE PRINCIPLES
1. Voluntary and Open Membership
2. Democratic Member Control
3. Members’ Economic Participation
4. Autonomy and Independence
5. Education, Training and Information
6. Cooperation Among Cooperatives
7. Concern for Community

FACEBOOK:
fb.com/SCIREMC

YOUTUBE:
youtube.com/SCIREMC

INSTAGRAM:
instagram.com/sci_remc

MEMBER SERVICES:
M-F 7:30 am - 7:00 pm
800.264.7362

EMAIL: 
askus@sciremc.com
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Save The Date

AUGUST 2021
SCI REMC | 300 Morton Avenue | Martinsville, IN 46151 | sciremc.com | 765.342.3344 

CO-OP CURRENTCO-OP

SCI REMC Virtual Annual Meeting 
September 25, 2021  ▪  9:45 am.

Information on how to participate in the virtual 
meeting will be mailed to members in late August 

and available on sciremc.com.

Serving our diverse communities 
with innovative energy solutions  
and life-enhancing services.

COMMITTED TO A CO-OP CULTURE FOR ALL



Have you ever noticed your lights blink during a 
thunderstorm? Or perhaps you’ve seen a blinking 
microwave clock when you arrive home. When 
this happens, you’ve likely experienced a brief 
disruption to your electric service. Was it a power 
surge or blink? While many use these terms 
interchangeably, what’s happening behind the 
scenes can be quite different. 

What’s a power surge? 
Power surges are brief overvoltage spikes or 
disturbances of a power waveform that can 
damage, degrade or destroy electronic equipment 
within your home or business. Most electronics 
are designed to handle small variations in voltage; 
however, power surges can reach amplitudes of 
tens of thousands of volts––this can be highly 
damaging to your electronic equipment.   

Surges can be caused by internal sources, like 
HVAC systems with variable frequency drives, or 
external sources, like lightning and damage to 
power lines and transformers.  
 

At SCI REMC, we encourage our members to 
install surge protective devices (such as a surge 
protector) to safeguard your sensitive electronics. 
If you’re experiencing frequent surges in your 
home or business and you believe the cause is 
internal, contact a qualified electrician to inspect 
your electrical system.  

What’s a power blink? 
Power blinks are brief service interruptions typically 
caused by a protective device that’s working in 
reaction to a fault (short circuit). Faults can occur for 
various reasons, like squirrels, birds, or other small 
animals contacting an energized power line, tree 
branches touching a power line, lightning, and other 
similar events. When it comes to power disruptions 
caused by critters, squirrels reign supreme. 

The majority of faults are temporary in nature, such 
as a tree branch falling through power lines. Briefly 
interrupting power to a faulted line allows most faults 
to clear before damaging electric facilities. Believe it 
or not, these brief power blinks caused by protective 
devices are actually good because that means the 
equipment is working as it should to prevent a 
prolonged outage.  

Regardless of the cause, SCI REMC crews will be on 
their way to inspect the damage and make necessary 
repairs after a power outage. And you can help too! If 
you experience repeated disruptions to your electric 
service, please get in touch with us. 

Ways to report an outage: 
1) Visiting sciremc.com & click “Report an  
Electric Outage.” 
2) Downloading the “SCI Connect” app 
3) TextPower, sciremc.com/textpower  
4) Calling 800.264.7362 or 765.342.3344

Understanding Power Surges and Blinks

Safeguard electronics with surge protectors
Surge protectors save your electronics from power surges or increases 
in voltage significantly above the intended level in the flow of electricity. 
The excess voltage can cause an arc of electrical current, which heats and 
damages electronic devices. Smaller surges may still damage electronics 
and gradually shorten the device’s life. 
 

SURGE PROTECTOR VS. POWER STRIP 
POWER STRIPS 
Power strips act only as an expansion of a wall outlet and are not designed 
to protect from powerful surges. 

SURGE PROTECTORS 
Surge protectors provide the same features as power strips; they still allow 
users to plug in multiple electronic devices. But surge protectors reduce 
the chance of power surges and spikes from damaging your electronics.

fb.com/SCIREMC


