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CO-OP CURRENT

October is National Co-op Month! The time of year 
when cooperatives across the country, including SCI 
REMC, celebrate who we are and, more importantly, 
the members we serve.   

Similar to how SCI REMC was built by members who 
came together to bring electricity to our community, 
cooperatives are conveners for the common good. 
Your electric co-op exists to provide safe, reliable, 
and affordable energy to you, the members of the 
co-op. Equally important is our mission to enrich the 
lives of the members we serve. 

As a co-op, we are well-suited to meet the needs 
of the community because we are locally governed. 
SCI REMC’s leadership team and employees live 
right here in the community. Our board of directors, 
who helps set long-term priorities for the co-op, live 
locally on co-op lines. These board members have 
been elected to the position by neighbors like you. 

We know our members (that’s you!) have a valuable 
perspective. That’s why we are continually seeking 
your input. Whether through community events, 
surveys, or our social media channels, we want to 
hear from you.

Our close connection to the community ensures 
we get a first-hand perspective on local priorities, 
thereby enabling us to make more informed 
decisions on long-term investments, such as high-
speed broadband and emerging technology. 

Another feature that sets our co-op apart from 
a traditional utility is one of our core principles, 
“Concern for Community.” We support local 
organizations and programs through Operation 
RoundUp. We participate in the Electric Cooperative 
Youth Tour, where we take our community’s brightest 
young people to Washington, D.C., for a week-long 
immersion to experience democracy in action. We 
offer scholarships, life safety demonstrations, and 
much more.

Ultimately, the larger community benefits from these 
programs because of you and your neighbors. You 
empower the co-op through your membership and 
through your participation in and support of these 
programs.

We hope you will think of SCI REMC as more than 
your energy provider, but instead as a local business 
that has supported this community for over 83 years 
and powers economic development and prosperity 
for the people. 

We will continue to learn from our members about 
their priorities so that we can better serve you 
– because your electric co-op was built by the 
community, for the community.
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October is Cybersecurity Awareness 
Month. This month is all about taking 
action! Here are some tips to stay safe 
and secure online — practicing these 
cybersecurity basics can make a huge 
difference.

KEEP A CLEAN MACHINE 
Keep all software on internet-connected devices 
current to reduce the risk of infection from 
ransomware and malware.  
 

ENABLE MULTI-FACTOR 
AUTHENTICATION 
Use 2-factor or multi-factor authentication.  
 

USE LONG, UNIQUE PASSWORDS 
Length trumps complexity. A strong password is a 
sentence that is at least 12 characters long.  
 

USE A PASSWORD MANAGER 
The best way to manage unique passwords is 
through a password manager application, which 
stores passwords in a safe, encrypted database and 
generates new passwords when needed.  

 

THINK BEFORE YOU CLICK 
Links in emails, tweets, texts, posts, social media 
messages, and online advertising are the easiest way for 
cybercriminals to get sensitive information.  
 

USE SECURE WI-FI 
Limit what you do on public WiFi, and avoid logging in to 
key accounts like email and financial services. Consider 
using a virtual private network (VPN) or a personal/mobile 
hotspot if you need a more secure connection.  
 

BACK IT UP 
Protect your valuable work, music, photos and other 
digital information by making an electronic copy and 
storing it safely. Use the 3-2-1 rule as a guide to backing 
up your data. The rule is: to keep at least three (3) copies 
of your data and store two (2) backup copies on different 
storage media, with one (1) of them located offsite.  
 

CHECK YOUR SETTINGS 
Regularly check security settings to ensure they are 
configured to your comfort.  
 

SHARE WITH CARE 
Think before posting about yourself and others online. 
Consider what a post reveals, who might see it and how 
it might affect you or others.

Save energy in your home by locating 
energy vampires!  These are the electronics 
and appliances that consume energy even 
when they are not being used.  
For more information, visit sciremc.com/energy-vampires
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