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LOOK OUT BELOW!
Overhead is not the only place electric power 
lines cross our yards or bring electric service to 
the house. In many neighborhoods, buried pow-
er lines have become the norm. While this means 
there are no poles and wires running overhead 
to worry about, they still require special consid-
eration:

• Underground power lines require those 
green boxes, called pad-mount transformers. 
Though it may be tempting to hide them 
with landscaping, please don’t. Your electric 
cooperative might have to open that equip-
ment during a power outage or for routine 
maintenance.

• Keep shrubs and structures at least 12 feet 
from the “door” of the box, and at least 3 
feet from the sides.

• If landscaping is too close, inadequate air 
circulation can cause equipment to overheat 
and fail. Plantings might have to be cut and 
removed.

• Keep the meter on your house visible and 
accessible, too.

• Never allow children to play on or around 
the pad-mounted transformers. They con-
tain electrical equipment with high voltage 
inside.

• Do not plant near underground utility ser-
vices. Tree roots can grow and interfere with 
underground pipes, cables and wires. Future 
repairs to these facilities also could damage 
the health and beauty of nearby plants and 
trees.



NO-COST TIPS  

Close blinds and drapes during the 
day to keep heat out.

Set your thermostat to 78 degrees 
when you are home. Set it to a higher 
temperature when you’re away.

Turn o� lights and ceiling fans when 
you leave a room.

LOW-COST TIPS

Plant trees and shrubs to shade the 
exterior of your home.

Replace disposable air filters (or clean 
permanent filters) once a month to 
maximize eciency.

Use solar lighting to brighten up your 
outdoor space. Solar lights are easy to 
install, low maintenance and provide 
free electricity.

Costs associated with cooling your home can make up a 
large portion of your summer electric bills. Stay cool and 
save money with these energy efficiency tips!
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Nearby lightning strikes are most 
often associated with power 
surges in your home’s wiring 
that can damage electronics and 
appliances. But smaller power 
surges — voltage increases 
above the intended level in the 
flow of electricity — are far more 
common and can happen at 
any time of day, regardless of 
weather. Surge protectors are 
relatively inexpensive devices 
that can help protect your 
electrical devices from these 
more common power surges. 

While these surges are not as 
intense as lightning surges, 
they can be severe enough 
to damage equipment and 
technology. But the damage 
often could have been mitigated 
if the consumer had used a 
surge protector.

High-powered pieces of 
equipment are more likely 
than lightning to cause power 
outages. These powerful 
electrical devices, such as air 
conditioners and refrigerators, 
require a lot of energy to turn on 
and off quickly.

Other sources of power surges 
can include faulty wiring and 
downed power lines. 

Any spike in voltage can harm 
your electrical devices if the 
increase is above the device’s 
intended operating voltage. The 
excess voltage can cause an 
arc of electrical current, which 
heats and damages the device. 
Smaller surges may still damage 
electronics and gradually shorten 
the device’s life. 

Point-of-use surge protection 
devices, the most common type 
of surge protector, protect the 
items directly plugged into it. 
This surge protector can’t stop 
the surge, but it instead diverts 
the surge to the ground, away 
from your electronic devices. 
The best point-of-use surge 
protectors have an indicating 
light and/or alarm that shows 
when it should be replaced.

Meanwhile, service entrance 
surge protection devices protect 
your home’s entire electrical 
system and are mounted on your 
main electrical panel at the base 
of the electric meter. This option 
protects what can’t be plugged 
into a point-of-use device, such 
as outlets and light switches. 
Whole-house surge protectors 
can handle surges from outside 
the home of up to 20,000 volts; 
standard outlet surge protectors 
typically can’t handle more 
than 6,000 volts. It is important 
that any service entrance or 
whole-house surge protection 
be installed by a qualified 
electrician.

But when lightning strikes near a 
power line, the electrical energy  
from the lightning can boost 
electrical pressure by millions 
of volts. Most surge protectors 
can’t tolerate extremely 
large power surges. For 
best protection, SCI REMC 
recommends unplugging 
sensitive electrical devices and 
electronics during storms. 

Sources: Electrical Safety Foundation  
International, howstuffworks.com

SAFEGUARD YOUR ELECTRONICS FROM 
POWER SURGES


