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TO JOIN THE 
MEETING

Call Toll-free
833.781.6018
Conference ID

2478688

Questions?
As time allows, questions  
will be answered during the 
call-in business meeting.  
Please submit questions to:  

annualmeeting@sciremc.com

Updates 
Please visit sciremc.com or our 
Facebook page for updates.

September 2020
CO-OP CURRENTCO-OP CURRENT

ANNUAL MEETING GOES VIRTUAL

The format for the 2020 Annual 
Meeting has changed. Due to the 
circumstances, the SCI REMC Board 
of Directors decided that having an 
in-person meeting this year wasn’t 
in the best interest of members and 
employees. We understand that 
many members look forward to this 
event each year, and we hope to 
bring the in-person meeting back  
in 2021.

Your annual meeting mailer is on 
the way! The business for this year’s 
2020 Annual Member’s Meeting will 
be conducted by mail and during a 

call-in business meeting. The annual 
meeting mailer will contain the 2019 
meeting minutes, the 2020 candidate 
bios, and ballot with a prepaid 
postage envelope.

Although circumstances forced us 
to make modifications in the way we 
operate, we want to ensure members 
that our mission remains the same, 
we will continue serving our diverse 
communities with innovative energy 
solutions and life-enhancing services. 

MAIL-IN VOTING INSTRUCTIONS

• Complete and return the entire ballot form which you will receive in the mail, 
in the postage paid enveloped provided.

• Envelopes must be postmarked by September 21, 2020. 

To be eligible for a $20 annual meeting bill  
credit and be entered into a drawing for a  
chance to win one of 10 $100 bill credits, please:

The next application is due:  
October 14, 2020
sciremc.com/roundup



GETTING POWER DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME
Distribution cooperatives 

such as SCI REMC receive 
power from Hoosier Energy, a 
generation and transmission 
cooperative serving an 
estimated 300,000 consumers 
in southern Indiana and 
southeastern Illinois. While 
members have expectations 
of immediacy and adequate 
power supply, beyond the 
flip of a switch many do not 
understand how electricity 
reaches the home.

 “The generation and trans-
mission system is kind of a 
bigger version of your house,” 
says Hoosier Energy Power De-
livery Coordinator Ryan Moore, 
explaining that power from a 
small transformer outside the 
home, feeds power into the 
home’s breaker box, which 
feeds the circuits to the outlets. 

In a similar way, power leaves 
a Hoosier Energy generating 
station and immediately feeds 
through a generator step-
up transformer – a unit with 
copper coils and di-electric 
insulating oil, designed to 
increase or “step up” voltage 
for transmission to one of 
Hoosier Energy’s transmission 
substations. There it is lowered 
or “stepped down” to a smaller 
voltage.

Transmission stations – 
commonly called primary 
substations – are located 
throughout cooperative 
territories. They are all high 
voltage, ranging from 69 to 
345 kV (1 kV is 1,000 volts). 
The primary – like the larger 
transformer – can also step 
up or step down current. 
In Hoosier Energy’s 15,000 
square-mile territory, the 24 
transmission and switching 
stations generally have 69 
kV lines that run to smaller 
distribution substations. From 
there, distribution lines carry 
12,470 volts to distribution 
transformers on poles at 

homes or to a padmounted 
transformer (the big green box), 
if lines are buried underground. 
These transformers step the 
power down to an end user 
voltage such as 120/240-volt, 
AC, making it safe for home 
use.

Just like a home, the stations 
have circuit breakers and fuses. 
The breakers are in place to 
help the substation overcome 
problems identified on the line 
as the power is transmitted. 
Protection equipment monitors 
incoming and outgoing current. 
If it recognizes a disturbance 
on the line such as a tree limb, 
the protection equipment 
tries to open (or turn off) and 
then close (or turn on) the 
circuit breaker. This open and 
closing can also be referred 
to as blinking or reclosing of 
power on the circuit. The circuit 
breaker will blink up to three 
times in an attempt to clear the 
line. If it fails, the circuit breaker 
remains open and the lights 
go out in the neighborhood 
supported by that line. At that 
point, your cooperative linemen 
are often needed to restore 
power.

In contrast, fuses are used 
to open the line or equipment 
similar to a circuit breaker. 
Unlike a circuit breaker these 
devices remain open (or off) 
and must be replaced by your 
cooperative servicemen before 
power is restored. 

“They are our protection – 
kind of like an army,” Moore 
says. 

Hoosier Energy and SCI 
REMC are diligent about 
keeping power delivery and 
distribution equipment reliable 
and safe. Our commitment is to 
provide affordable power to all 
members at the flip of a switch. 
To learn more about your  
co-op, visit sciremc.com. 

WITH THE ARRIVAL OF HARVEST TIME, 
INDIANA’S FARMERS ARE SHIFTING 
INTO HIGH GEAR AS THEY MOVE INTO 
THEIR FIELDS TO BRING IN THEIR 
CROPS. THE INCREASED ACTIVITY 
PUTS FARMERS AND FARM WORKERS 
AT GREATER RISK.

AROUND ELECTRICITY 
WHEN MOVING FARM 
EQUIPMENT 

Be safe 

Always look up 
and around before 
moving or raising 
equipment. Keep 
in mind power lines 
sag between poles, 

especially on hot days. A good rule of 
thumb is to stay at least 30 feet from all 
power lines and power poles.

If you’re in equipment that touches 
power lines, stay in the cab and call for 
help. Tell others to stay away. In the rare 
case of a fire that requires you to escape, 
jump clear of the equipment. Keep both 
feet together and 
shuffle or hop at least 
30 feet away.


